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The figures in Table XXVI. clearly show that the
agitation of semi-refined naphtha by air is out of the
question unless a closed agitator is used, and the con-
nections to the air-pump or " blower " are so arranged
that the latter draws its supply from the top of the
agitator, in which case any vapours passing off in the air
would be returned in the air delivered from the pump.
The loss is considerable even in the case of the once-
run oil, but by the adoption of the arrangement above
suggested could be entirely prevented.
The author would suggest, in the event of the
expensiveness of centrifugal agitators standing in the
way of their adoption, that the agitators be provided
with tight covers, and that the whole of the air supply
to the blower be drawn from the top of the agitator.
Table XXVII. has been prepared for the purpose of
showing the length of time the various grades of oil are
agitated and settled, and how much acid tar is left in
the oil that has been settled for different lengths of
time.
RECOVERED ACID.
About 90 per cent of the sulphuric acid used in the
treatment of the oils can be recovered by pumping the
acid tars to lead-lined tanks and steaming them with
open steam.
The length of time that the tars are steamed depends
on the quality of the steam (Le. a good dry steam takes
longer than a " wet" steam) and the gravity desired
for the resulting recovered acid, but, generally speaking,
six to eight hours* steaming should be sufficient to